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Goal

Fake News: How to teach students to 
critically evaluate the information that 
bombards them online, so they are not 
duped by false claims and misleading 
arguments.
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Objectives

• Students will learn the negative effects of fake 
news on their daily lives.

• Students will learn how to analyze fake news 
effectively and efficiently in order to weaken 
its power over students and society and also 
to give the students tools to analyze this 
phenomenon which is not completely recent.
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Nebraska Social Studies 
Standards- 2019

• SS 8.1.2.d Evaluate how cooperation and conflict 
among people have contributed to political, 
economic, and social events and situations in the 
United States

• SS 8.4.4.b Analyze the relationships among historical 
events in the United States and relevant 
contemporary issues.

• SS 8.4.5.c Gather, analyze, and communicate 
historical information about United States history 
from multiple sources.
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Taco Bell 
Liberty Bell 
Hoax-April 

1, 1996
Bozell 

Advertising 
in Omaha

5



Jackalopes Return to Yellowstone

https://geographyeducation.org/2017/03/31/jackalopes-return-to-yellowstone-
ecosystem/?fbclid=IwAR0vB0FnPZFDc48WfeCS-NvGCemG7Ct_-
ZFF_LpniOShz1EQipNsfHZKCMY
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Jackalope Sighting in the Old Market
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Save the Pacific Northwest 
Tree Octopus

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein
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Other Evaluation tools from class

12



Another method:
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Activity 1:Wikipedia article on GW Bush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_W._Bush

• How trustworthy do you think this article is? Explain.
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Activity 2: Webpage Comparison

Which of these two webpages do you think is a better place 
to start your research?
http://people.duke.edu/~gnsmith/articles/myths.htm
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Activity 2:Webpage Comparison

• Which of these two webpages do you think is a better place to start 
your research?

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_politics_in_the_United_States
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Activity 3: Website Reliability

• You are researching children's health and come 

across this website: http://www.acpeds.org/. 

Please decide if this website is a trustworthy source 

of information on children's health. You can open a 

new tab and do an Internet search if you want. 

Take about 5 minutes to complete this task.

• Is this website a trustworthy source to learn about 

children's health?

• Explain your answer, citing evidence from the 

webpages you used. Be sure to provide the URLs to 

the webpages you cite.
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Activity 3: Website Reliability
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Activity 4: Evaluating Evidence

On March 11, 2011, there was a large nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant in Japan. This image was posted on Imgur, a photo
sharing website, in July 2015.
Does this post provide strong evidence about the conditions near the
Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant? Explain your reasoning.
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SHEG's Method
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Lateral Reading 
• Historians and students often fell victim to easily 

manipulated features of websites, such as official-
looking logos and domain names. They read 
vertically, staying within a website to evaluate its 
reliability. 

• In contrast, fact checkers read laterally,
leaving a site after a quick scan and opening up 
new browser tabs in order to judge the credibility
of the original site. 

• Compared to the other groups, fact checkers arrived 
at more warranted conclusions in a fraction of the 
time.
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Extensions

OPS guide and lessons
• https://libguides.ops.org/c.php?g=70542&p=4
324198
Simulation game from Maine

• http://factitious.augamestudio.com/#/
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Resources
• https://www.poynter.org/mediawise/
• https://sheg.stanford.edu/
• https://www.snopes.com
• https://stosselintheclassroom.org/videos/fake_news/
• Wineburg, Sam and McGrew, Sarah, Lateral Reading: 

Reading Less and Learning More When Evaluating 
Digital Information (October 6, 2017). Stanford History 
Education Group Working Paper No. 2017-A1 . 
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3048994 
or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3048994
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"The problem with quotes on the Internet is that 
it is hard to verify their authenticity."
~ Abraham Lincoln (source: the Internet)
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