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Goal

Fake News: How to teach students to
critically evaluate the information that
bombards them online, so they are not
duped by false claims and misleading
arguments.



Objectives

e Students will learn the negative effects of fake
news on their daily lives.

e Students will learn how to analyze fake news
effectively and efficiently in order to weaken
its power over students and society and also
to give the students tools to analyze this
phenomenon which is not completely recent.



Nebraska Social Studies
Standards- 2019

e SS 8.1.2.d Evaluate how cooperation and conflict
among people have contributed to political,
economic, and social events and situations in the
United States

e SS 8.4.4.b Analyze the relationships among historical
events in the United States and relevant
contemporary issues.

e SS 8.4.5.c Gather, analyze, and communicate
historical information about United States history
from multiple sources.
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Jackalopes Return to Yellowstone

A

https://seographyeducation.org/2017/03/31/jackalopes-return-to-yellowstone-
ecosystem/?fbclid=IwAROVBOFnPZFDc48WfeCS-NvGCemG7Ct -
ZFF LpniOShz1EQipNsfHZKCMY



https://geographyeducation.org/2017/03/31/jackalopes-return-to-yellowstone-ecosystem/?fbclid=IwAR0vB0FnPZFDc48WfeCS-NvGCemG7Ct_-ZFF_LpniOShz1EQipNsfHZKCMY

Jackalope Sighting in the Old Market
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Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein
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ISIT

Secesssvsssseseseet

BIASED?

RECOGNIZING & ANALYZING BIAS

ISIT

tecececvevcssseReee

CRAAP?

EVALUATING WEB RESOURCES

Who wrote and
published the article?

WHAT?

T
Y
\\

What is the purpose
of the site?

WHEN?
=

@

When would you use
this langage?
LR R R R R R R ELRERRERENRESNREHRN]

WHERE?

Where is this
information coming
from?

(AR R R R R R ERERENENRERSERSENR]

WHY?

Jo

Why did this get
published?

* Who benefits from
this information?

* Who have you also
heard discuss this?

e Who is this trying
to appeal to?

* Who else uses
these terms/words?

* What are the
verifiable facts?
What do the
language/images
tell you about the
author's opinion?
What does this
make you feel?
EEEEESEEEEEEEEEES
When is it useful to
use this language?
When would you
use this language?
When would you
use this article as
evidence?

Where does the
site get funding?
Where do they get
evidence?

Where else do you
see this story?
Where else is there
language like this?
ssssssssssssmEEEn
Why does the
article use the
images/language it
does?

Why are people
influenced by this?
Why is this
relevant?

CURRENCY

Timeliness of the
information

RELEVANCE

Importance of the
information

Source of the
information

ACCURACY

Reliability and
truthfulness of the
information

PURPOSE

Reason the
information exists

When was it
published?

Has it been revised
or updated?

Do you need
current or
historical
information?

Does it relate to
your topic?
Does it answer
your question?
Would you be
comfortable citing
this source in your
final project?

LR LR R
Who is the author?
What are the
author's
credentials?
Is there contact or
publisher
information
available?

Where does it
come from?
Is it supported by
evidence?
Can you verify any
information in
another source?
Any errors?

LA R J
What is its purpose?
Do the authors
make their
intentions clear?
Is the point of view
objective and
impartial?
Is it biased?

0 | DR. C.C. AND MABEL L. CRISS LIBRARY
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HOW TO SP T FAKE NEWS

CONSIDER THE SOURCE READ BEYOND

Click away from the story to investigate  Headlines can be outrageous in an effort
the site, its mission and its contact info. to get clicks. What's the whole story?

A
CHECK THE AUTHOR SUPPORTING SOURCES?
Do a quick search on the author. Are Click on those links. Determine if the
they credible? Are they real? info given actually supports the story.
CHECK THE DATE ISIT A JOKE?
Reposting old news stories doesn’t If it is too outlandish, it might be satire.
mean they’re relevant to current events.  Research the site and author to be sure.

s

§°

CHECK YOUR BIASES ASK THE EXPERTS
Consider if your own beliefs could Ask a librarian, or consult a
affect your judgement. fact-checking site.

&7

&. ‘)

Y, §

LIKE A PRO

INTRODUCE your quotation.

Introducing your expert or source is important for readers because it
shows the source is legitimate. In other words, if you are writing about
a medical topic, it would make sense that you would gather information
from medical journals, databases and medical professionals.

Using a signal phrase helps introduce your expert material into your
sentences and paragraphs in a smooth and coherent way.

CITE your quotation.
Citing your sources means that you have given credit to the original
author or agency that wrote the material.
Follow this rule of thumb: “If in doubt, cite it."
What should be cited?

Cite anything that is quoted word for word directly from the original source.
Cite anything that is paraphrased from the original source.
Cite all tables, figures, maps, and etc.
Cite anything from electronic sources off the internet
Cite any interviews
Examples:
“By the year 2010, all automotive companies will be required to show evidence
of alternative fuel vehicles in production™ (Williams 20).

EXPLAIN your quotation.

Tell your readers what the quotation/fact/data means with regard to your
topic and how they relate to your thesis statement.
Key thought: Why is this important and what does it have to do

with my main point?
Designed by: Jen London, Scribner Middle School Source: http://www.district196.org/ths/library/paragraph htm
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Other Evaluation tools from class

MR. MCDANIEL -- SOCIAL STUDIES

P.I.LE. Writing

We use the PLE. Method for writing responses o
essay questions

P =Purpose, Point
| = Information, Evidence
E = Explain, Elaboration

PROMPT.

How can power directly and
indirectly cause conflict,
specifically, the American
Revolutionary War?

The P.LE. Paragraph:

What is the point of each paragraph?

F What claim Is being made?

P=Point | 5pen, the point s the TOPIC SENTENCE.
Hb& IQ mo pocrnrl 'surpponﬂed \Mth sﬁecnﬂc dhfa.
experiences, or other factual material?

I=Information | vhe information is the evidence used to support/
develop the point.

I What does the provided information mean?

. The explanation is the writer's analysis,
E‘Ex‘)'anat'on elaboration, evaluation of the point and
information given, connecting the information
with the point (lopic sentence) and the thesis.

Your response should include
information from the power
activity we did in class, script,
informational text, and primary
source text

12



Another method:
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Activity 1:Wikipedia article on GW Bus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George W. Bush

. & Wot ogpet Ton Conrousore Croam acoount Log n
Tl A
S W A Tk Road Viow soue View hstory  Sedrch Wikpeda Qa
'‘'a

WixirepiA | George W. Bush ®a e

3¢ Free Encyde
e s o Feom Wikipmdia, the bes woydopeds

Nai page This sriicl i AbouY the 4ar Presidiect of the Linied States. For g father, (he 4751 Proaidw, sew Googe 1. W Bush. Fov the Ammecnn saffier, see Googe
Cotwrix Washingron Sush
Feaatared cordert

Cumont sveres George Walker Bush (barn July 6, 1946] s an American poltican whao saenved as the 43:d Prasident of the United Stales W
Ranoom andle from 2001 to 2008, Me was s=o the 461 Governor of Texas from 1985 to 2000, Aller gracusing from Yae Usiversty in g -
Donan to Wiizeda 1968 and Harvard Business School in 1975, he worked in the ol industry. Bush mamied Lawra Welch in 1977 and ran

Wilipada o ursuccesshaly dor the House of Represematives shortly thereatier. He later co-owned e Texas Rangers basebal ssam

befom defaaing Ann Richaeds i the 1004 Teoss gubeenatonisd eection, Bush wmics secing pressdent in 2000 aher & dose

i=teracson

Hale and controversal win over Demooratio rival Al Gore, bacoming the fourth president 10 be clected while rocaming fewor
Aot Wiszed s poputar wotes than his cpponent

Commassty portal From & promenect polical famly, he s the ados! son of Bartara and George M W, Bush, the 4181 Presdent ol te

et chenges United States, making him cnly 0 second preadent (o assume the nation's highest otce ater his lathar, folowing the

Contace pa N

o lead of John Quincy Adams. 'Y His brather, Jeb Bush, a former Governor of Flonda, was a candidale for the Reputtican
Toots prasntal nomination in the 2016 prasidential slection, Hs pakrnal grandiahe:, Prasoot! Bush, wins & Unied Sates
What brhs hats Senmor from Connoctiount

T 12 The Soptemer 11 temornst amacks ocoured eight months imo Bush's first torm as president. Bush responded with what

Uptoad tim n
Somcisl peces becume inown 88 the Bush Docrne: lsunching 8 “War on Tesror, an imleenational mitary campagn Bal nduded e
[ ——— w0 Afghanistan in 2001 and the kag War in 2003, He also gromoted policies on e ecanamy, healh care, education,
Py - . v &3rd President of the Unied Siates
Faga Iosmation Scoul Securty reform, and amending the Constiution 1o prohibd same-sex mamage. ™ He sgned Nto w broag I ot

* How trustworthy do you think this article is? Explain.
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Act|V|ty 2: Webpage Comparlson

I sl Jim o il Bl |ILIIII 2015@2017 s s
TEN MYTHS ABOUT GUN CONTROL

Table of Contents

MYTH 1 -- Public opinion polls

MYTH 2 -- The purpose of a handgun

MYTH 3 -- Armed citizens don't deter crime
MYTH 4 -- Licensing and registration

MYTH 5 -- Foreign gun control works

MYTH 6 -- Crimes of passion and guns

MYTH 7 -- Semi-autos should be banned
MYTH 8 -- No 'right' to own a gun

MYTH 9 -- Concealed carry laws are dangerous
MYTH 10 -- Gun control reduces crime

Ten Myths About Gun Control

"We will never fully solve our nation's horrific problem of gun violence unless we ban the manufacture and sale of handguns and semi-automatic assault weapons.” --USA Today. December
29, 1993

"Why should America adopt a policy of near-zero tolerance for private gun ownership?. .. (W)ho can still argue compellingly that Americans can be trusted to handle guns safely? We think
the time has come for Americans to tell the truth about guns. They are not for us, we cannot handle them " --Los Angeles Times, December 28. 1993

These editorial opinions expressed by two of the nations most widely read newspapers represent the absolute extreme in the firearms controversy: that no citizen can be trusted to own a
firearm. It is the product of a series of myths which--through incessant repetition--have been mistaken for truth. These myths are being exploited to generate fear and mistrust of the 60-65
million decent and responsible Americans who own firearms. Yet. as this document proves. none of these myths will stand up under the cold light of fact.

MYTH 1:"The majority of Americans favor strict new additional federal gun controls.”

Which ot these two webpages do you think is a better place
to start your research?
http://people.duke.edu/~gnsmith/articles/myths.htm



http://people.duke.edu/~gnsmith/articles/myths.htm

Activity 2:Webpage Comparison

c

WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

Main page
Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article
Donate to Wikipedia
Wikipedia store

Interaction

Help

About Wikipedia
‘Community portal
Recent changes
Contact page

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Upload file
Special pages
Permanent fink
Page information
Wikidata item
Cite this page

W Gun politics in the United State

¥ Paused

@ o

]
& Notlogged in Talk Contributions Create account Log in ﬁ

Article Talk Read Edit View history

Gun politics in the United States

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For the context of these debates, see Gun violence in the United States
"Gun Reform" redirects here. For current gun laws in the US, see Gun law in the United States

Search Wikipedia

£\ This article may lend undue weight to Gary Kleck. Please help improve it by rewriting it in a balanced fashion that

Gun politics is an area of American politics defined by two primary opposing ideologies about civilian gun ownership.
People who advocate for gun control support increasing regulations related to gun ownership; people who advocate for
gun rights support 1s related to gun ow p. These groups often disagree on the interpretation of
laws and court cases related to firearms as well as about the effects of firearms regulation on crime and public
safety.('17 It is estimated that U.S. civilians own 393 million firearms, 2! and that 35% to 42% of the households in the
country have at least one gun.®4l The U.S. has the highest estimated number of guns per capita, at 120.5 guns for
every 100 people !

The Second Amendment of the United States Constitution reads: "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. "}

Debates regarding firearm availability and gun violence in the United States have been characterized by concerns about
the right to bear arms, such as found in the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, and the responsibility of the
United States government to serve the needs of its citizens and to prevent crime and deaths. Firearms regulation
supporters say that indiscriminate or unrestricted gun rights inhibit the government from fulfilling that responsibility, and
causes a safety concern [7I8IISI1-3[10] Gun rights supporters promote firearms for self-defense — including security
against tyranny, as well as hunting and sporting activities.[11%812] Firearms regulation advocates state that restricting

contextualizes different points of view. (June 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message)

Firearm legal !opi;:s of the
United States of America

Amendment Il

Assault weapon
Assault weapons legislation
Bump stocks
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF)
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act
Campus carry in the U.S.
Concealed carry in the U.S
Connecticut Children’s Safety Act
Constitutional carry
Domestic Violence Offender Gun Ban

Which of these two webpages do you think is a better place to start
your research?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun politics in the United States
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Activity 3: Website Reliability

* You are researching children's health and come
across this website: http://www.acpeds.org/.
Please decide if this website is a trustworthy source
of information on children's health. You can open a
new tab and do an Internet search if you want.
Take about 5 minutes to complete this task.

* |s this website a trustworthy source to learn about
children's health?

e Explain your answer, citing evidence from the
webpages you used. Be sure to provide the URLs to
the webpages you cite.



Activity 3: Website Reliability

o | [~ |
American College of Pediatriciar: X =

w &

@ https;//www.acpeds.org

Blog | Member Login

AMERICAN COLLEGE
OF PEDIATRICIANS*

Best for Children

Health Professionals  Parents  The College Speaks  About Us

Lead Your Child to Good Health!

Teach good sleep habits, get your child outside, practice healthful family
eating, model an active lifestyle, be involved, protect your child’s mind,
discipline your child, turn the television off, and monitor your child’s
activities.

R == T
Leam More )

he American College of Pediatricians is a national organization of pediatricians and Search
other healthcare professionals dedicated to the health and well-being of children. The

sop dire 1d nolicy _hased unon the he ilable recearch =



Activity 4: Evaluatmg Ewdence

iMgur = @ uplsdimages

Fukushima Nuclear Flowers

by « a month ago

Not much more to say, this is what happens when flowers get nuclear birth defects

On March 11, 2011, there was a large nuclear disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi

Nuclear Power Plant in Japan. This image was posted on Imgur, a photo
sharing website, in July 2015.

Does this post provide strong evidence about the conditions near the
Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant? Explain your reasoning.
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CIVIC ONLINE

REASONING

When you come across information
online, ask yourself:

EX WHO'S BEHIND THIS INFORMATION?
EY WHAT'S THE EVIDENCE?
WHAT DO OTHER SOURCES SAY?

Stanford History
Education Group

20



Lateral Reading

* Historians and students often fell victim to easily
manipulated features of websites, such as official-
looking logos and domain names. They read
vertically, staying within a website to evaluate its
reliability.

* In contrast, fact checkers read laterally,
leaving a site after a quick scan and opening up
new browser tabs in order to judge the credibility
of the original site.

 Compared to the other groups, fact checkers arrived
at more warranted conclusions in a fraction of the
time.



Extensions

OPS guide and lessons

* https://libguides.ops.org/c.php?g=70542&p=4
324198

Simulation game from Maine

* http://factitious.augamestudio.com/#/

22
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Resources

https://www.poynter.org/mediawise/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/

https://www.snopes.com
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/videos/fake news/

Wineburg, Sam and McGrew, Sarah, Lateral Reading:
Reading Less and Learning More When Evaluating
Digital Information (October 6, 2017). Stanford History
Education Group Working Paper No. 2017-A1 .
Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3048994
or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3048994



https://www.poynter.org/mediawise/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/videos/fake_news/
https://stosselintheclassroom.org/videos/fake_news/

"The problem with quotes on the Internet is that
it is hard to verify their authenticity."
~ Abraham Lincoln (source: the Internet)
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